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When my wife Fran and I first visited this Cottage with our youngest daughter Anna, we saw a 
home with loose stucco, rotting window panes, chipping paint, and a toilet askew in the parlor!  
But, Richard Moe and Pat Lally, helped us see a vision of what this home once was and what it 
could be again. 
 
The Lincoln Cottage is where one of our Nation’s greatest visionaries -- President Abraham 
Lincoln -- went to get relief from the Washington summer heat, the deep personal loss of his son 
Willie, and the turmoil and tragedies of the Civil War.   
 
We know he must have liked it here, as he would return summer after summer.  Yet, he still 
could not escape his personal sorrow or the Nation’s sorrow.  Dozens of soldiers were being 
buried each day all around him on these very same grounds.     
 
I remember my parents taking me as a child to visit sites connected with President Lincoln and 
other leaders and historical figures.  My wife Fran and I did the same with our eight children.  
And, we look forward to taking our 11 grandchildren to these very same places in the future!   
 
To understand a leader, you need to understand where he or she lived. 
 
You can’t understand George Washington without knowing Mount Vernon. 
 
You can’t understand Churchill without knowing Chartwell. 
 
You can’t understand FDR without knowing Hyde Park. 
 
And just the same, you can’t truly understand Abraham Lincoln without knowing this Cottage, 
where he spent a quarter of his presidency. 
 
Sadly, though, this home has been a missing piece in the puzzle.  Though Fran and I and our 
family have followed the Lincoln Trail -- from his birthplace in Kentucky, to the village of New 
Salem where he lived as a young man, to his home in Springfield, to the White House -- until 
recently, we never visited the Lincoln Cottage.  And, frankly, most Americans don’t even realize 
it exists.  Yet, it is such a vital part of President Lincoln’s story. 
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This was his retreat -- his sanctuary -- and yet it shaped history in many respects.  It was here 
that he built many important friendships with a wide array of people who passed through this 
home.  For example, it was during his time here that he developed a deeper bond with his 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton -- a relationship that helped solidify an ultimate Union victory.   
 
At the same time, President Lincoln lived among the injured and recuperating soldiers on the 
grounds, which gave him a unique perspective into the lives of those fighting the brutal and 
bloody Civil War.   
 
I have been teaching a course on political leadership, and in that course, we try to understand the 
great leaders of our past -- what were they thinking, what made them tick, why did they make the 
decisions they made -- decisions that frequently changed the course of our history.  We read 
about them and study them to get clues about what worked and what didn’t work.  Seeing where 
they lived gives us insight into their lives, and it helps us understand the influences that shaped 
their decisions. 
 
It is a fitting tribute that we saved this home in honor of a man who saved the Union.  As 
Abraham Lincoln, himself, once said, “Leave nothing for tomorrow which can be done today.”   
We must heed his words and continue to make the preservation of America’s historic sites a 
priority.  We owe it to our children and our grandchildren and our great-grandchildren.   
 
Thank you. 


