
 
 

Abraham Lincoln & Presidential Power 
This seven session teacher workshop funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities explores how Lincoln’s ideas and 
actions shaped presidential power.  Classroom teachers who teach 
U.S. History, the American presidency or American government will 
discover new resources to supplement their teaching.   
 
Each workshop includes a scholarly presentation, working with 

primary source documents, and using the materials in the classroom.  Some of the questions 
the workshop will address:  Did Lincoln shape the presidency consciously or unconsciously?  
What aspects of presidential power are his lasting legacies?  Scholars will discuss such topics 
as:  Expanding War Powers, Prelude to Civil Rights, Maximizing Communications and the 
Media, Reinventing American Values, and Lincoln and the Birth of Modern America.  Two of 
the seven sessions will focus on group work and lesson plan development. 
 
Location:  President Lincoln’s Cottage at the Soldiers’ Home, intersection of Rock Creek 
Church Road and Upshur St., NW,  Washington, DC.  www.lincolncottage.org. 
 
Dates:  October 2008 – October 2009; Saturday sessions including October 18th, November 
15th, January 10th, February 7th, March 7th, and April 25th   
 
Time:  Sessions are from 9 am – 3pm.  Lunch will be provided. 
 
Stipends:  Teachers receive $100 a day for attending each session.  Payment will be made as 
completed lesson plans are received. 
 
Course Requirements:  Readings will be distributed in advance of each session.    Books you 
will receive include David Donald’s Lincoln, Matthew Pinsker’s Lincoln’s Sanctuary, Daniel 
Farber’s Lincoln’s Constitution, Ronald White’s The Eloquent President, Douglas Wilson’s Lincoln’s 
Sword, and Edna Greene Medford et al, The Emancipation Proclamation:  Three Views and many 
more.  Teachers are required to complete 5 lesson plans and write journal entries after each 
session.  
 
Teachers will receive certificates of completion and can pay for graduate credit from 
American University.  If you have other school or teacher certification requirements, 
please let us know. 
 

http://www.lincolncottage.org/


 

Abraham Lincoln & Presidential Power  
APPLICATION 

 
Please fill in all the spaces completely and answer the questions below before submitting your 
application.  
 
Name:_________________________  School:________________________ 
Years Teaching:__________________  Courses Teaching:________________ 
 
Home Address:____________________ Grade:________________________ 
________________________________  
Home Phone:______________________ School Address:____________________ 
       ________________________________ 
Home Email:_______________________ School Phone:_____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please answer the following questions in a single page, double spaced. 
 
1.  Describe in a single page your background and experience teaching on the topic of 
Abraham Lincoln and the presidency and any special perspectives, skills, or experiences you 
might bring to the sessions. 
 
2.  How will the workshop enhance your teaching?  
 
Email, fax or mail this completed form, your essay answers, and your resume by 
September 12th to: 
Scott_Ackerman@nthp.org 
Fax: 202-829-0437 
Mail:  Scott Ackerman, President Lincoln’s Cottage, AFRH-W Box 1315, 3700 No.Capitol St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20007. 
 
This workshop series is generously funded by a Faculty Humanities Grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.  Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations 
expressed in this workshop do not necessarily reflect those of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. 

 

mailto:Jill_Sanderson@nthp.org

