
 
  Slide 1:  Traci’s name, Partner, Luce Group 

 
At this point, you’ve heard how skill, knowledge and 
stamina are essential to recreate the persona of a 
president that everyone feels they “know”.   
 
Erin has given you an overview and goals for the 
project. 
 
David has discussed the challenges and the triumphs 
from the preservation end.  
 
And Stan has told us about some of the trials and 
tribulations of using technology in an historic building. 
 
As the 4th member of this creative team, the lighting 
designer, I too, have information to give you.  
 
 

  Slide 2:  before and after shot of cottage with 
lighting? 
 
Lighting design can have a great impact on the visitor’s 
experience.  It can either support or diminish the 
success of an exhibit.   
 
On the positive side, lighting can enhance the mood or 
feeling of a space, can help focus attention toward a 
specific object or area, affect the hues and saturation 
of color and much more. 
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On the negative side, color, intensity, or types of 
fixtures, for example, can intrude and detract from the 
feeling of an exhibit or space. 
 

  Slide 3:  list of lighting considerations 
 
When looking at any project, what factors do you take 
into account when considering lighting?  The main 
questions must be: what am I trying to accomplish and 
how can I achieve it? 
 
Here is a list of some of the issues I address every time I 
start a project. 
 

• quality of light/color temperature 
 
Am I looking for something warm and inviting or cooler 
and clean? 
 

• type and placement of fixtures 
o recessed 
o track 
o historic (site specific) 
o fluorescent 

 
What type is appropriate and where do I hang them? 
 

• light levels 
 
Are there objects in the exhibit that are light sensitive?  
Is there enough light for patrons to walk safely through 
the galleries? 
 

AASLH Presentation, 9/10/2008  2 



• control system 
 

How and where do the lights turn on and off? 
 
• available power 

 
Is there enough electricity in the building do what the 
design requires? 
 
So let’s talk about Lincoln Cottage.  Specifically for this 
project what were we trying to accomplish?    
 
The most important aspects of the lighting design came 
down to historical accuracy and theatrical storytelling 
while still complying with modern safety standards.  
  
How did we achieve this? 
 
Regarding historical accuracy, I turned to Erin and 
David for guidance.  Some of their concerns included 
placement and type of lighting fixtures, atmosphere of 
the rooms, and preservation of the original structure of 
the Cottage. 
 
With this in mind, we placed lamps according to the 
gas lighting research you heard about from David and 
designed fixtures that looked historically appropriate 
but could give us high enough light levels that would 
comply with modern safety standards. 
 

  Slide 4:  custom fixture drawing 
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We designed a custom fixture with two bulbs, one bulb 
to replicate the source of the gas light, the second bulb 
to add ambient lighting to the room.  
 

  Slide 5:  finished library shot 
 
The great thing about this fixture is that it addressed all 
of our concerns.  It looked appropriate; it gave us 
enough light for safety; and it provided the right quality 
of light….warm and inviting, similar to the gas lighting 
which would have existed when the Lincoln’s invited 
you into their home. 
 
In addition to these fixtures we also added a few 
recessed fixtures to enhance the storytelling aspect of 
the program. 
 

  Slide 6:  Sitting room photo 
 
Regarding theatrical storytelling….here I drew upon my 
theatre background and training. 
 
Following Erin’s concept of the interpretive program, 
we knew that the lighting and A/V could not be static.    
 
The solution was a control system that would allow for 
theatrical cuing and manage both the A/V and 
lighting systems.   
 
As you heard from Stan, this system is designed to 
supply the docent with a hand held remote which 
gives them the power to control the technology.    
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With the push of a button the lighting changes and the 
room the tour group has entered comes to life.  With 
another push, the lighting focuses on a specific item to 
enhance the story that the docent is telling.   
 
In addition to executing cues, this system gives the 
docent the flexibility to interact with visitors and tailor 
the tour to each group with the ability to pause, answer 
questions and move forward at their own pace.  
 
With all of this said, the goal for the lighting at the 
Cottage is to enhance the visitor experience by subtly 
guiding them through the tour, directing their focus to 
specific items that enhance the storytelling and giving 
them the feeling of what it might have been like when 
Lincoln walked the halls of this place he called home 
for many months. 
 

  Slide 7: last slide -- slide of house 
 
Thank you for your attention.  This ends the formal part 
of our presentation.   
 
Let’s start the Q&A to be sure that you leave the room 
with all the information you need.   
 
 
Moderator’s prerogative:   
 
Question to Erin: If you had no limit on time and money, 
what would you change about the decision made and 
the process? 


