
James A. Garfield and the Soldiers’ Home in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
References to the Soldiers’ Home made by James A. Garfield (JAG) and Lucretia Rudolph 
Garfield (LRG): 
(Please note: references to the President’s House have been highlighted in yellow) 
 

1. The Diary of James A. Garfield, Vol. II, edited by Harry James Brown and Frederick D. 
Williams, Michigan State University Press, 1967, pg. 181 

 
May 1873: Sunday, 18.  This has been a golden day, and better than weather or any external 
condition, is the fact that my soul is emerging from the shadows which the late winter of 
scandal and outrage had thrown upon me.  I have carefully gone through two defenses of 
myself, one in reference to the salary amendment, and the other the Credit Mobilier.  I have 
now said my say, and shall leave the result to the logic of the facts, and shall try to resume 
the course of study and work from which I have been so sadly diverted.  After church and 
early dinner I took all the family, (except Harry1 who was visited [visiting] at Mr. Dugan’s2) 
in an open carriage, and drove to Crystal Springs [Silver Spring], the old country seat of the 
Blairs, and thence to Brightwood, and back by and through the grounds of the Soldiers’ 
Home.  Washington is becoming one of the finest cities in our country, and I know of none 
that has so near it and in all directions so many beautiful suburban country retreats…  
 
2. The Diary of James A. Garfield, Vol. III, edited by Harry James Brown and Frederick D. 

Williams, Michigan State University Press, 1973, pp. 321, 323-324, 507 
 
July 1876: Sunday, 9.  Another dreadful day.  Thermometer ranging from 95 to 98.  Did not 
attend church but spent the time in a vain effort to keep cool.  I read to the children from the 
Arabian Nights hoping to beguile them to coolness by the story of the Gulnare [Jullanar].  At 
six o’clock we took two carriages and drove our guests and the children to the Soldiers’ 
Home, returning at twenty minutes past eight.  The heat continued so oppressively that in 
company with Harry and Jimmy3, I slept in the back yard on a quilt and made a comfortable 
night of it until half-past four in the morning. 
 
July 1876: Friday, 14.  …The day was excessively hot like its predecessors and I find it 
almost impossible to do any work.  Our visiting friends except Hinsdale4 went to Mount 
Vernon.  At seven o’clock in the evening General Boynton5 called and drove me to the 
Soldiers’ Home.  We had a long conversation on the prospects of Governor Hayes6, and 
what was better, got a small degree of coolness by the ride. 

                                                 
1 Harry Augustus Garfield, eldest son of JAG 
2 William Dugan, a neighbor of JAG in Washington.  The Garfields had a home at 13th and I Streets 
3 James R. (Jimmy), second oldest son of JAG 
4 Burke A. Hinsdale, educator, preacher, author, and close friend and correspondent of JAG 
5 Henry Van Ness Boynton, Massachusetts native who moved to Ohio as a boy and later commanded the 35th Ohio 
Voluntary Infantry in the Army of the Cumberland during the Chickamauga and Chattanooga campaigns in the Civil 
War, later the Washington correspondent for the Cincinnati Gazette 
6 Rutherford B. Hayes, then governor of Ohio and future President of the U.S. (1877-81) 
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August 1877: Sunday, 19.  Reached Washington at 6:30 a.m. and stopped at our house, with 
Mr. & Mrs. Touhay.  At noon, we called on Col. Rockwell7.  In the afternoon we drove to the 
Soldiers’ Home and called on the Sec’y of War.  Home in the evening. 
 
3. The Diary of James A. Garfield, Vol. IV, edited by Harry James Brown and Frederick D. 

Williams, Michigan State University Press, 1981, pp. 52, 413-14, 556, 563, 570-71, 597-
98, 601-2, 605, 609-10 

 
April 1978: Friday, 19.  …I remained until the House got into Committee of the Whole on 
the William and Mary College Bill, then went to the President’s [R.B. Hayes] on business.  
He invited me to ride.  Drove to the Soldiers’ Home and had a long talk; first, on the Fitz 
John Porter case, which he has lately ordered reviewed, and then on general politics… 
 
May, 1880: Sunday, 9.  …At four o’clock took Crete8 and the children in the carriage and 
drove to Brightwood and the Soldiers’ Home.  In the evening Rose9 came and I dictated a 
large number of letters and worked still further on my Minority Report10. 
 
March 1881: Friday, 1111. …Appointed Maj. Powell Geologist vice Clarence King.  Drove 
with Crete from 3 ½ to 5 ½ P.M.  Soldiers’ Home.  At eight P.M. held a reception to the 
officers of the army and navy.  We stood in the blue room and allowed the other rooms on 
that floor, and the conservatory, to be used as a promenade.  The array was brilliant… 
 
_________: Thursday, 24.  …I closed the doors at one P.M. and did not see the general 
public after that hour.  At four P.M. Gen. Swaim12, Crete and I drove to the Soldiers’ Home 
and examined the house in which the President and his family spend the summer. 
 
April 1881: Thursday, 7: …In the afternoon Crete and I drove out to the Soldiers’ Home.  
On the way, stopped at our house cor[ner] 13[th] and I.  The dear old nest is deserted now… 
  
May 1881: Sunday, 22.  …I remained with Crete, and wrote some letters.  At 5 P.M. Senator 
Sherman13 came and I rode with him.  Called at the Soldiers’ Home to look after the 
condition of the house she14 is to occupy.  It will be a week to ten days before the smell of 
paint will have disappeared, and I fear it will be longer before she will be strong enough to 
go.  Home at seven. …The day has been beautiful—graciously cool for her. 

                                                 
7 Almon F. Rockwell, close friend of JAG since their days at Williams College (1854-56), both were officers in 
Buell’s Army, he was later a political advisor to JAG and Commissioner of Public Bldgs. in JAG’s administration 
8 Lucretia “Crete” Rudolph Garfield, JAG’s wife 
9 George Rose, one of JAG’s personal secretaries 
10 JAG was the (Republican) Minority Leader in the House of Representatives during the Hayes administration 
(1877-81) 
11 This is one week after JAG is inaugurated as the 20th U.S. President 
12 David G. Swaim, one of JAG’s most intimate friends, they served together in the Civil War and he was later 
President Garfield’s Chief-of-Staff 
13 John Sherman, brother of Gen’l. Wm. T. Sherman, U.S. Senator from Ohio 
14 Refers to his wife, Lucretia, who was ill with malaria; she ended up recuperating at the Elberon Houes [Hotel] in 
Long Branch, New Jersey 
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May 1881: Monday, 30.  …At 10 A.M. I went with Windom, Hunt and James15to the 
Soldiers’ Home and attend Decoration Day services there; oration by District Att’y Corkhill.  
Thence to Arlington … 
 
June 1881: Sunday, 5.  Breakfast at 8:30, then visited the fort [Fort Monroe] and Gen. Getty, 
the Commandant, thence went by carriages to the Soldiers’ Home, where 750 veterans 
marched in review… 
 
________: Sunday, 12.  …At 5 P.M. to Dr. Boynton16 and wife and Mollie17 and the two 
little boys to the Soldiers’ Home and inspected the President’s House.  Met Mr. and Mrs. 
Blaine18 on the ground and had a pleasant visit… 
 
4. The Diary of Lucretia Rudolph Garfield, March 1-April 20, 1881, excerpted in The Diary 

of James A. Garfield, Vol. IV, edited by Harry James Brown and Frederick D. Williams, 
Michigan State University Press, 1981, pg. 632-33 

 
March 25.  …Yesterday the 24th we with General Swaim drove out to Soldiers’ Home and 
went through the President’s House there.  It looks very bare and desolate now, but I think 
has in it very pleasant possibilities. 
 
5. The Diary of Mollie Garfield, excerpted in Mollie Garfield in the White House by Ruth 

Stanley-Brown Feis, Rand McNally & Co., 1963 
 
Saturday, July 30. [1881] …We staid there [Mount Vernon] until 1 o’clock & came back 
home.  When we got to W. [Washington] we all rode out to the Soldiers’ Home & spent a 
delightful evening, reaching home about 9 P.M.  Oh, I have had just what I call a jolly good 
time.  But I fear I won’t get to sleep because I drank coffee. 
 
 
 
Information collected and provided by Deborah L. Weinkamer, 
“Lucretia Garfield” Living Historian and former 
Interpreter/Educator/Researcher, James A. Garfield National Historic 
Site, Mentor, OH 
 
July 5, 2008 

                                                 
15 Members of JAG’s Cabinet: William Windom – Sec’y of the Treasury, William Hunt – Sec’y of the Navy, and 
Thomas L. James – Postmaster General 
16 Dr. Silas A. Boynton, cousin of JAG, prominent physician, cared for LRG during her bout with malaria while in 
the Executive Mansion (White House) and also helped care for JAG after assassination 
17 Mary “Mollie” Garfield, JAG’s daughter 
18 James G. and Harriet Blaine, JAG’s Sec’y of State and his wife 


