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 We had a special opportunity last week to go to President Abraham Lincoln’s 
cottage at the Soldiers’ Home on Rock Creek Church Road.  The cottage hasn’t opened to 
the public yet, and we were only the second school class to visit. 
 
 President Lincoln’s cottage is awesome.  It has a brand new Visitors Center and 
museum.  It had pictures of Abraham Lincoln and his family.  It also showed Union 
soldiers and supporters in the Civil War when Lincoln was President.  The museum had 
displays and videos telling about many parts of his life. 
 
 In the education room, we had a great program.  We learned that President 
Lincoln kept notes of his ideas for his work and his speeches in his hat.  Then we all got 
to put on hats like his.  We wrote notes and put them in our hats. 
 
 We learned that Lincoln was a lawyer before he was President.  He saved the life 
of a man named Duff by proving in court that Duff had not killed a man he was accused 
of murdering.  He opposed the extension of slavery to new states before he was President.  
He ended slavery when he was President by signing the Emancipation Proclamation. 
 
 We learned about the Civil War and that the two sides fighting were the Union 
(North) and the Confederacy (South).  Washington, D.C. was on the Union side. 
 
 The reason Lincoln went to his cottage at the Soldiers’ Home was because he 
wanted to get away from the noise and busyness of the White House.  During the 
summer, he and his family wanted to escape from the heat and get to cool breezes up 
high. 
 
 We went into the cottage and saw a replica of Abraham Lincoln’s desk.  The 
cottage is not yet ready for public visiting but will have a grand opening on Presidents’ 
Day, February 18, 2008.  We think lots of people should go see the cottage because you 
can learn many things about President Lincoln and it’s in a very nice location. 
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