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Good afternoon.  I’m Traci Klainer.   
 
I’m here as the moderator and as the lighting designer 
from the design firm Luce Group, which was responsible 
for lighting President Lincoln’s Cottage in Washington 
D.C. 
 
We are here today to discuss how the Cottage has 
created a new approach to the historic house 
experience and why the site decide to take this tactic.   
 
Opened to the public for the first time this past 
February, President Lincoln’s Cottage was restored and 
developed by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  The National Trust stewards more than the 
Cottage, they are also responsible for the renovation 
and stewardship of 1904 building that is now the Robert 
H. Smith visitor Education Center, and the surrounding 
landscape.  The visitor center serves as a place to greet 
and orient visitors and incorporates the latest 
technology, while the old Cottage – a hidden site 
important to national history – represents a new 
approach to a house museum.   
 
In the Cottage, only a couple rooms are fully furnished, 
and the experience is enhanced through cued 
theatrical lighting, sound, and video to help bring 
Lincoln’s time at the Cottage to life, and provide insight 
from multiple voices into Lincoln’s personality and 
leadership. 
 



What’s unexpected from the visitors’ standpoint is how 
the historical interpreters intertwine a traditional tour 
with triggered technology – that is, they summon history 
rather than literally represent it.   
 
So, this session will address the process of how you 
merge preservation, interpretation, and technology to 
create storytelling, 21st-century style. 
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 We want you to leave with practical information 

about how to approach restoring a historic house  
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 We also want to show how collaboration among the 

curator, preservationist, and the A/V and lighting 
consultants worked to the project’s great 
advantage. 
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 And we want to show how despite challenges, 

modern technology can enhance storytelling and 
co-exist with an historic house.   
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And, you are going to get useful information about this 
remarkable project from some of the main people 
behind the restoration.  Let me introduce them: 
 
Erin Carlson Mast is the Curator and Site Administrator 
of President Lincoln’s Cottage. Erin is in charge of all 
exhibits, collections, and the web presence among 
other things.  A member of the staff since 2003, she was 
involved from the early phases of the project, including 
historical research, interpretive planning, and site 
planning and development.    
 
Erin will give an overview of the project including a brief 
history of the inception of the project and the 
Cottage’s interpretive goals. She will discuss what they 
learned about perceptions of Lincoln and media 
through audience testing, how the system works for the 
Cottage’s interpreters, and how visitors have 
responded to the program in the first 8 months of being 
open to the public.   
 
David Overholt was the Cottage’s Preservation Projects 
Director.  Today he is with Building Conservation 
Associates and its sister company Archa Technology.   
David directed the preservation work on site.  He 
coordinated all the contractors, consultants and design 
professionals, to ensure the highest quality building and 
landscape conservation 
 
David will discuss the preservation philosophy for the 
Cottage – including the essential research into the 



Cottage’s original gas lighting and how that research 
informed the whole approach to the lighting and AV 
layout.   
 
Stan Schelhorn’s firm installed the AV systems in both 
the Visitor Center and the Cottage, two very different 
buildings.   Stan, who comes to us from Avitecture, an 
A/V design/build firm, is an experienced consultant 
who has done everything from videography, 
photography, staging, to producing and directing.   
 
Stan will talk about how they worked out the Cottage’s 
docent-led tour, and how they threaded his systems – 
carefully – through this significant historic structure.   
 
I will wrap up the formal part of the session by talking 
about the lighting.  My firm, Luce Group specializes in 
exhibit, architectural and event lighting design.   
 
Now that you know a bit more about me and my 
colleagues on the panel, you can imagine how 
challenging it was to satisfy all the needs of the Trust’s 
and Erin’s interpretive mandate, of David’s preservation 
standards, and of the systems design that governed 
both the A/V and the lighting.   
 
Each of us will speak for a short time, followed by a 
question and answer period. 
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